
05-04-2016 
 
Letter from the Village of Elmwood Board Chairperson: 
 
- This letter is in regards to rumors within the village.  The board did not "quietly" propose and 
pass a resolution to increase the city sales tax. We've spoken openly about it and volunteered 
information for the reasons why we decided to pass the resolution at several meetings. We 
didn't pass the resolution in secret or in executive session, it was passed during an open 
meeting and put on the minutes which were available for all village residents to review. In 
addition the minutes with the resolution would have been published in the newspaper. Not 
hardly quiet as has been proposed. If I recall correctly, last year during the village budget 
preparation our auditor said the board could increase the sales tax as a resolution or put it to 
the public for a vote on the ballot. Putting it on the ballot is in no way doing it quietly. We want 
the people to decide. If they choose not to then it will be their decision and not ours. That's the 
way it should be. 
- We never said that the increase would be "mostly" paid for by those passing through town. 
Only that those people passing through the town would "assist" in paying this tax. We 
understand that it will be paid for by the citizens of Elmwood but why not get the assistance of 
those passing through if you can? 
- We would prefer to use this money to assist in water and sewer maintenance items as well as 
use for the streets. We are looking for ways to alleviate the burden of high water and sewer 
rates. Yes, the funds will ultimately be coming from the same source, but there will be 
assistance from those passing through the village. 
- The letter said there has been little to no growth in the last five years. It is not the village 
board’s duty to cause growth; that is the job of the private sector. It is the village board’s job to 
make it easier for private sector to succeed. Yes, raising taxes is contrary to promoting private 
sector growth. However, Elmwood is one of only three municipalities to have a 1/2% rate in the 
whole state of Nebraska. We have worked over the last year to allow growth by passing a 
resolution to conduct a blight study and create a redevelopment plan. These were necessary to 
obtain TIF funding. The TIF funding will be critical to any future growth of Elmwood, without it 
the village has no financial means to provide infrastructure for new growth. The village has also 
worked with SENDD over the last year to clean up several properties around the village. Having 
numerous properties in the village that sit vacant, contain structures that are dangerous, or 
distract from the villages appeal works contrary to growth. 
- Water and sewer rates have increased due mainly to the construction of a new wastewater 
treatment plant, a water tower maintenance plan, and increased requirements on our systems. 
Smaller annual increases would have helped to alleviate the shock of the recent increases but 
there is no way to not increase the costs when you are forced by the DEQ to build a 2.5 million 
dollar wastewater treatment plant. 
- Yes, we have talked about hiring some part time assistants; something on the order of 8 to 10 
hours a month. In the past, the village has lost employees, either due to retirement or taking 
another position outside of the village. It can be quite challenging for someone to step into a 
position without any on-the-job training.  If you don't believe me ask David Ernst how hard it is 
to work a full time job and also perform clerk duties each day. 



- I would say the maintenance person performs more work now than ever. We never had a 
wastewater treatment plant to run before 2011. There are also quite a few daily checks and 
monthly tests that need to be run for both the water and wastewater systems. The village can't 
afford to purchase a backhoe to repair water and sewer breaks so yes it needs to hire a 
contractor. It also can't purchase a machine to flush or clean the sewer lines. Hiring a contractor 
allows the village to avoid purchasing equipment. 
- The board did not indicate that there would be a significant increase in sewer rates. It was 
suggested by our auditor. I openly stated during the meeting with our auditor that I didn't want 
to increase sewer rates and wanted to wait until budget preparation during the summer and 
fall months to see if it was necessary.  
     It is entirely up to the citizens of Elmwood to decide whether to pass or reject the sales tax 
increase; that's the way we wanted it. The sales tax increase is not permanent and can be 
reduced to whatever level the board chooses at any future date. As stated previously the 
increase is seen as a way to potentially alleviate increased water and sewer rates and to assist 
in the paving of streets and their associated infrastructure. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Curt Wilhelm 
Chairperson 


